
 

Arizona Dependency Process 

 

CPS Receives Report

Pre-Hearing Conference/

Preliminary Protective 

Hearing
Placement, visitation, and services

5-7 days from removal

Initial Dependency Hearing
Only if parents fail to appear at the 

Preliminary Protective Hearing.

21 days from service of petition

Petition Filing
72 hours from removal

Adjudication
30 days from Settlement

Conference/Mediation

No later than 90 days

from service of petition

Disposition
30 days from adjudication

or at the same time as adjudication

Review of Hearing
Every 6 months

at a minimum

Motion for Termination of 

Parental Rights or 

Guardianship Hearing
10 days after Permanency Hearing

Initial Guardianship Hearing
30 days from Permanency Hearing

Initial Severance Hearing
30 days from Permanency Hearing

Guardianship Adjudication 

Hearing
90 days from Permanency Hearing

Severance Hearing
90 days from Permanency Hearing

Adoption Hearing

Settlement Conference or 

Mediation
30 days from Preliminary 

Protective Hearing

Permanency Hearing
12 months from removal

of child from home

Determination of Permanent Plan

Removal of Child

In Home 

Intervention Filed

In Home 

Intervention 

Review Hearing

*Child not 

removed     

*Parent shows

 no progress


